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CHALLENGE ACT 
The Kansas Challenge to Secondary School Students Act, K.S.A. 72-3220 through 72-3224, (Challenge Act) 
provides a means for school districts, in cooperation with eligible postsecondary institutions, to challenge high 
school students by procuring early college opportunities. https://www.kansasregents.org/about/policies-by-laws-
missions/board_policy_manual_2/chapter_iii_coordination_of_institutions_2/chapter_iii_full_text#concurrent 

 
The Challenge Act describes a student to mean a person who:   
 

1. is enrolled in grades 10, 11, or 12 maintained by a school district, or a gifted child who is enrolled in any of 
the grades through 12 maintained by a school district.  

 
2. has an individualized plan of study or an individualized education program.  

 
3. has demonstrated the ability to benefit from participation in the regular curricula of eligible postsecondary 

institutions.  
 

4. has been authorized by the principal of the school attended to apply for enrollment at an eligible 
postsecondary educational institution. 
 

5. is acceptable or has been accepted for enrollment at an eligible postsecondary educational institution as a 
degree-seeking or non-degree seeking student. 

 
 
The purposes of the Challenge Act:  
 

1. To reduce time-to-degree and lower costs.  Students get an early start on their college education, thus 
potentially reducing the time required to complete a degree and lowering the costs borne by parents, 
students, and taxpayers.    

 
2. To challenge high school students and promote college-level success.  Students are provided a college-level 

learning experience by enhancing the amount, level, and diversity of learning in high school beyond 
traditional secondary curriculum.   

 
3. To foster improved relationships between Kansas public postsecondary educational institutions and Kansas 

Secondary schools.   
 

 

ACADEMIC CALENDAR 

The academic calendar includes important dates for campus operation, including days when the College is closed.  
Also located on this page are important “Academic Dates” for each semester, including when drops dates, last date 
for refund, withdrawing, etc.  The finals schedule can also be located here.  

https://www.gcccks.edu/academics/academic_calendar.aspx 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ADVISING 
Advising of students who desire to enroll in dual credit courses will be carried out by both the high school as well 
as the Dual Credit Coordinator at GCCC. 
 
 
Please refer to our Academic Catalog for details about GCCC, degree requirements, course descriptions, etc. 
catalog20-22_05-19-22.pdf (gcccks.edu) 
 
 
 

SYSTEMWIDE TRANSFER 
The Transfer Kansas portal houses all Systemwide Transfer (SWT) courses approved by the Kansas Board of 
Regents, for which faculty develop and update learning outcomes.  SWT courses transfer to any Kansas public 
institution offering an equivalent course.  The decision of lower division courses to count toward upper division 
credit hours is at the discretion of the receiving institution.  Transfer & Articulation (kansasregents.org) 
 
Please be advised that when considering courses at other institutions for purposes of transfer credit, certain 
courses may not be approved for transfer.  A college must have some assurance that the course you completed 
meets their requirements.  In the event it does not, you may be asked to repeat that course.   

 
 
 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITY 
Students are held responsible for knowing all published academic policies and degree requirements.  They are 
likewise held responsible for knowing the requirements concerning the specific degree they plan to take and any 
special requirements within the department.  In addition, it is the student’s responsibility to be informed regarding 
the policies as to the standard of work required for continued enrollment in Garden City Community College.  The 
Registrar’s Office should be consulted if additional information is needed. 
 
Please see the GCCC Student Handbook for more student information. 
 
student_code_of_conduct_2021-22.pdf (gcccks.edu) 
 
 
 

VIRTUAL ORIENTATION 
GCCC provides students an opportunity to participate in a virtual orientation.  This provides students an abundance 
of information to assist in their success. 

 
Garden City Community College | Virtual Orientation (gcccks.edu) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

STUDENT RECORDS PRIVACY ACT PROCEDURES 
Official records are released only with the student’s knowledge and written consent in keeping with policies of the 
American Council on Education and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 as amended, with the 
following exceptions:  
 a. School officials within the educational institution who have legitimate educational interests;  
 b. At the student’s request, officials of schools at which the student intends to enroll;  
 c. The Comptroller General of the United States, the U.S. Dept. of Education Secretary, the 
 administrative head of the education agency or the educational authorities;  

d. In connection with a student’s request for or receipt of financial aid as necessary to determine the 
eligibility, amount, or conditions of the financial aid, or to enforce the terms and conditions of the aid;  

 e. If required by a state law requiring disclosure that was adopted before November 19, 1974;  
 f. Organizations or educational agencies conducting legitimate research, providing no personally 
 identifiable information about the student is made public;  

g. To parents of an eligible student who claim the student as a dependent; and proof of which has been 
provided by means of income tax returns;  

 h. To comply with a judicial order or a lawfully issued subpoena;  
 i. To appropriate parties in a health or safety emergency;  
 j. Directory information designated by the educational institution:  
  1. Name  
  2. Address  
  3. Telephone listing  
  4. Date and place of birth  
  5. Major field of study  
  6. Classification  
  7. Participation in officially recognized College activities  
  8. Sports - weights and height of athletic team members  
  9. Dates of attendance 28  
  10. Degrees or certificates earned  
  11. Awards received   
  12. Most recent previous educational institution attended  
  13. Photograph  
  14. Email Address  
The College will publish Directory Information, collectively or individually, UNLESS a student notifies the 
Registrar in writing to the contrary within ten (10) days of the semester in which the initial enrollment is made. If 
the student makes such notice all directory information will be withheld from publication. Students may file a 
complaint with the U.S. Department of Education if they believe their rights under this law have been violated and 
efforts to resolve the situation have not proved satisfactory. Complaints should be addressed to: Director, Family 
Compliance Office, U.S. Dept. of Education, 400 Maryland Ave. , S.W., Washington, D.C. 20202-4605. Copies of 
the complete student records policy may be obtained on request from the Registrar. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

GARDEN CITY COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
                                                         Placement Guide 

  
  
  
  

 
 
 

Mandatory Placement Policy  
All degree-seeking students or students enrolling in a Math or English course must provide evidence of 
proficiency prior to enrollment. Only the Vice President for Instructional Services or designee may authorize 
enrollment in reading, math or writing courses without demonstrated proficiency through the placement methods 
below.  

  
GCCC has adopted multiple placement measures to help students select the most appropriate English, Reading and 
Math courses for their educational goals. Students who provide high school transcripts that meet the following 
requirements are encouraged to use their cumulative high school GPA instead of placement exams. Please meet 
with an academic advisor prior to enrollment to ensure appropriate course selection.  

  
 
 
At GCCC, students have three options to demonstrate proficiency for English, Math and Reading placement:  

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Option #1   High School Transcript  
 
You may qualify if…  

You are a current H.S. student, or have completed H.S. within three years  
 

NOTE: using minimum 7-semester HS cumulative GPA 
  

GPA  Math Placement  Writing Placement  Reading 
Placement  

< 2.0  College Math 
MATH005  

Basic English 
ENGL090  

Reading  
Improvement I  

READ092  
  

2.0-2.49 CUM  Beginning Algebra 
MATH006  

Basic English 
ENGL090  

Reading  
Improvement I  

READ092  
  

2.5 < 3.0 CUM  
        Or  

 
+  

≥3.0 in Subject  

Intermediate Algebra 
MATH107  

 English Companion  
ENGL098  

+  
English I  
ENGL101  

College Reading 
READ093  

College Algebra  
    MATH108  
  

English I  
ENGL101  

No Reading 
Requirement  

≥3.25 CUM  
H.S. Transcript must be submitted prior or presented at advising/enrollment appointment to qualify. If your GPA 
is 3.25 or higher and you wish to qualify for a higher Math course, you must take the ACCUPLACER Advanced 
Algebra test or have a qualifying ACT score 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

  

Option #2 GED Test Scores  
  
You may qualify if…  

You have completed a GED (Version 2014) Test within three years  
  

GED Scores  Math Placement  Writing Placement  Reading 
Placement  

90        

145-154 Average  
  

Beginning Algebra 
MATH006  

Basic English 
ENGL090  

Reading  
Improvement I  

READ092  
  

155-164 Average  Intermediate Algebra 
MATH107  

English Companion  
ENGL098  

+  
English I   

ENGL101  
  

College Reading 
READ093  

≥ 165 Average  College Algebra  
    MATH108  
  

English I  
ENGL101  

No Reading 
Requirement  

 
GED Test Scores must be submitted prior or presented at advising/enrollment appointment.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Option #3 Placement Test 
  
You may qualify if…  
You have completed an ACT, SAT, or ACCUPLACER within three years  
  
You will need to take a placement test if…  
Your H.S. Transcript or GED Test Scores are more than 3 years old.  
  

  ACT    

Math Placement  Writing Placement Reading Placement 
0-17  College Math       

MATH005  
        

18-20  Beginning Algebra 
MATH006  

0-14  Basic English ENGL090  0-13  Reading  
Improvement I  

READ092  
  

21  Intermediate  
Algebra  

        MATH107  

15-17  English  
Companion  
ENGL098  

+  
English I   

ENGL101  
  

14-17  College Reading       
READ093  

22-23  College Algebra  
  MATH108  
  

18         English I  
 ENGL101  

18  No Reading 
Requirement  

24-27  Trig.  
MATH109 or  
Stats  
MATH110 or 
Precalculus  
MATH120 or  
Fund. of Calc  
MATH121  

        

28-36  Calculus MATH122         

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
  

 SAT   

Math Placement  Writing Placement  Reading Placement  
240-480  College Math 

MATH005  
        

490-520  Beginning Algebra 
MATH006  

0-360  Basic English 
ENGL090  

0-350  Reading   
Improvement I  

READ092   
  

530  Intermediate  
Algebra  

MATH107  

370-420  English  
Companion  
ENGL098  

+  
English I   

ENGL101  
  

360-440  College Reading 
READ093  

540  College Algebra  
     MATH108  

  

430  English I  
   ENGL101  

450  No Reading 
Requirement  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



  
 

ACCUPLACER – Next Generation 
Math Placement 

(QR,Alg., & Stats) 
Adv. Algebra & 

Functions  
Writing Placement  Reading Placement  

200-
236  

College Math  
         
MATH005  

          

237-
249  

Beginning Algebra        
MATH006  

  200-236  Basic  
English  

ENGL090  

200-236  Reading   
Improvement I  

READ092  
  

250-
262  

Intermediate  
Algebra  

       MATH107  

  237-254   English            
Companio 

n               
ENGL098  

+  
English I  
ENGL101  

  

237-254  College Reading 
READ093  

263-
300*  

College Algebra  
        MATH108  

  

  255-300  English I   
 ENGL101  

255-300  No Reading 
Requirement  

243-
282  

  Trig.  
MATH109 or 
Stats  
MATH110  
or  
Precalculus 
MATH120  
or Fund. of  
Calc  

MATH121  

        

283-
300  

  Calculus  
MATH122  

        

  
*If score is 274 or higher, student may request to take Adv Algebra & Functions test. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Test Administration  
Students who wish to take a placement test for additional placement options are welcome to do so. The 
ACCUPLACER Next-Generation tests are available in the Testing Center, please call 620-276-9654 or email 
rafaela.arana@gcccks.edu for hours testing is available.  All sections are untimed. However, you should allow at 
least 1½-2 hours to complete the entire battery of tests.  

  
  Testing Accommodations  
  Testing accommodations for testing can be provided when proper documentation is presented prior to   the test 
administration.  
    
Ability to Benefit   
Accuplacer: Reading 55, Sentence Skills 60 and Arithmetic 34. All testing must be completed on the same day.  
Minimum one ID with student name, signature and recognizable photograph. No calculator allowed. Within any 3-
month period, an initial and one retest are permitted. There must be a 2-week waiting period between the initial test 
and    the retest. ATB testing accommodations can be arranged if proper documentation is supplied prior to the test   
administration.  
  
Purpose of the Tests  
ACCUPLACER Next-Generation is composed of tests in three subject areas: writing, reading, and mathematics. It 
is NOT a pass/fail test. However, your best effort is extremely important, as the results may determine placement in 
writing, reading, and mathematics courses.  
  
Reading Placement Test  
20 multiple choice questions with a focus on four main content categories: information and ideas, rhetoric, 
synthesis, and vocabulary. Reading passages range from 75-400 words and cover a variety of disciplines.  
  
Writing Placement Test  
25 multiple choice questions (presented in sets of 5) assessing ability to revise and edit multi-paragraph texts. Texts 
include both literary and informational, and are 300-350 words in length, covering a variety of disciplines.  
 
 

Math Placement Tests  
Quantitative Reasoning, Algebra, and Statistics (QAS)  
Beginning, Intermediate & College Algebra Placement  
  
20 multiple choice questions covering rational numbers, ration and proportional relationships, exponents, algebraic 
expressions, linear equations, linear applications and graphs, probability and sets, descriptive statistics, and 
geometry concepts.  
  

Advanced Algebra and Functions (AAF)  

Analytic Geometry and Calculus Placement  
  
20 multiple choice questions covering linear equations, linear applications and graphs, factoring, quadratics, 
functions, radical and rational equations, polynomial equations, exponential and logarithmic equations, geometry 
concepts, and trigonometry.  
  
Calculator Usage: 4-function and square-root calculators are available on-screen for select test items only.   

 



  

HOW CAN I PREPARE FOR THE ACCUPLACER?  

It’s important that your ACCUPLACER scores accurately represent your skills and knowledge. ACCUPLACER 
offers tools and resources to help you prepare for the tests. Sharpening your academic skills by answering sample 
test questions in reading, writing, and math can lead you to improve and can help boost your confidence when you 
take the actual tests. ACCUPLACER resources at the link provided below include a FREE web-based study app, 
along with sample questions for each of the sections of the test. Simply go to https://studentportal.accuplacer.org, 
and click on “Practice Resources.” Note: GCCC administers the “Next-Generation” version of ACCUPLACER.  

  
TEST-TAKING TIPS  

• Be well-rested before you test. If you are hungry, eat something before testing.  
• If you have children with you, return when you have a sitter.  
• Try to relax. We want to assess your best performance through the ACCUPLACER tests. •  Take your time! 

None of the ACCUPLACER tests are timed.  
  
Accuplacer Retest Policy   
Students are permitted one retest per enrollment period (any single test or complete placement package).      Students 
are highly encouraged to study/remediate prior to retesting.   
  
Test Expiration   
Placement scores are valid for three years except for Accuplacer ESL and Michigan Placement Test scores     which 
are valid for 3 months.  
 
 

  ESL  

ESL ACCUPLACER 
Composite  

Michigan 
Placement 

Test 

Course Placement  

≤ 196  0-54 Adult Learning Center (non-credit) 
LANG094 Dev. Lab in ESL (online)  

197-318  55-74 LANG220 Inter. Reading                        LANG233 High-Inter. 
Grammar 
LANG221 Inter. Speaking & Listening    LANG224 Inter. Lab (online) 
LANG222 Inter. Writing                           LANG205 Academic Vocab. 
LANG223 Inter. Grammar  
  

319-440  75-95 
 

LANG220 Inter. Reading                         LANG233 High-Inter. 
Grammar LANG221 Inter. Speaking & Listening    LANG234 High- 
Inter. Lab (online) LANG222 Inter. Writing              LANG205 
Academic Vocab.  

  
  

>441  ➢ 95 + clear 
writing 
sample 

LANG223 Inter. Grammar                          ENGL101 English I  
LANG233 High-Inter. Grammar  
  

  
  

 
 

 



 
 

TUITION AND FEES 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

PAYING FOR COURSES 
 



 
 
 
FORMS 

 



 
There are several forms associated with the EDGE program.  These forms are briefly explained below and a copy of 
each follows. 
 
 
Application for Enrollment/High School Permission – This form is completed when students select classes for the 
semester. Kansas state statute requires that high school students enrolling in classes for college credit be of at least 
sophomore, junior or senior status and have the permission of their high school principal to enroll (see Kansas 
Legislative Guidelines in this handbook). GCCC additionally requires the student’s signature and permission of the 
student’s high school counselor and a parent. 
 
Drop/Add – This form is used by students who need to adjust their schedules.  If students decide to drop their EDGE 
classes, they must complete this form and return it to GCCC.  Otherwise, they will receive a grade of “F” for the 
course(s). 
 
Transcript Request – Students who wish to have an official copy of their GCCC transcript (including their EDGE 
courses listed by GCCC title, course number, credit hour and grade) sent to another college or university must 
complete this form.  Without the transcript, other colleges and universities cannot accept the transfer of EDGE credits. 
 
Contract for an Incomplete Grade – At the end of each semester, GCCC faculty are required to submit a Final 
Grade Roster.  If a student has been unable to complete all requirements for valid reasons, the instructor can submit 
this form with the Final Grade Roster.  The Contract is to be signed by both the student and the instructor. 
 
Grade Change – Should faculty discover a mistake in the final grade given to a student, they must complete this 
form and return it to GCCC so the correct grade can be recorded.  If a grade of Incomplete has been given, this form 
is used to record the final grade. 
 
Payment Arrangement – Since EDGE students usually complete their enrollment from a satellite location, we ask 
that each one complete the Arrangement for Payment of Unpaid Obligations.  Completed with the assistance of your 
Outreach Site Coordinator, this form explains the financial obligations of enrolling in GCCC classes. 
 
 
GCCC Student Tuition and Fees Refund Policy – Commonly referred to as the “Fact Sheet,” the GCCC Student 
Tuition and Fees Refund Policy explains the facts about tuition payment, refunds, and the refund appeal procedure.  
Students are asked to read and sign this document each semester. 
 
 
 
Copies of these forms are available through GCCC or your local Outreach Site Coordinator. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 
 
 


